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Happy
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anniversary,

baby

It’s easy to diss Auckland,
complaining about the terrible
traffic, the ridiculous price of
housing and the weather. But this
weekend, on the city’s 177th
birthday, let’s talk the old girl up.
Weekend asked well-known
Aucklanders what they love about
their home town.
ART GREEN
Former Bachelor, health and fitness
advocate
Originally from Wairarapa, lived in
Auckland for seven years
What I love most is there’s such
a great variety of outdoor activities
that you can do and different natural
experiences, and they’re all free.
There are amazing beaches, or you can
go to the Waitakeres and do a trail run,
or go biking or walking around the volcanoes.
Recently I’ve got into multisport, so I’ve been
kayaking over to Rangitoto and running up and
down it. How many other places in the world
could you kayak over to a volcanic island for a
training run? There is such incredible geography
here.
Art is a director of CleanPaleo and in
training for the Coast to Coast
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PHILIP HADFIELD
MICHAEL VAN DE ELZEN
chef and TV presenter
Lifelong Aucklander, apart from a
stint overseas “which I loved, but
travel makes you realise just how
amazing home is”
There’s a great deal I love about
Auckland. I especially love the
mountain biking out west and the
fact that within 30 minutes you can be
at a beach.
The city is home to such a wide variety of
restaurants offering a huge range of cuisine. A
perfect summer Sunday would be a ride at
Woodhill, home to prepare a picnic lunch and
as a family, including Hector the dog, then we
head right on to Muriwai Beach for an afternoon
in the trusty old Hilux. Then it’s sandcastles,
Hector going crazy in the sea, tasty food I’ve
rustled up that’s eaten right off the back of the
ute and a treasure hunt for driftwood, shells and
seaweed to finish off the day.
Mike has recently moved to Muriwai and
is working on his new brand, Good from
Scratch

RYAN HOFFMAN
Warriors captain
Born in Canberra, moved to
Auckland in 2014 for the 2015
NRL season
It was an easy choice to
relocate, knowing how stunning
Auckland is, especially the
waterfront. We live in the
Eastern Bays, so it’s an easy stroll
to the beach, the cafes, parks and
playgrounds at St Heliers, Kohi and
Mission Bay — ideal for us with young nippers.
The calibre of sporting events on in Auckland
astounds me — on any weekend you could see
the Warriors play, or the Breakers, the Blues,
the Mystics . . . special events like a Kiwi test
or the ABs or the Silver Ferns, then there’s the
men’s and women’s tennis in January — it’s
world class. We just need that downtown
stadium and the city would be set.
Hoffman will play in the Downer NRL
Auckland Nines at Eden Park on February
4-5

musician, Cut Off Your Hands
Born and raised in Auckland, but spent about three
years touring the world
I love the different pockets of culture
around our widespread city, and
knowing that it’s likely I still haven’t
experienced all of it. I now live in
Parnell, which is partly to be
near the Auckland
Domain (my favourite
non-beach spot in
Auckland) and close to
downtown so that I can
get home from events and
gigs without paying an arm
or leg for a taxi. Within a
15-20-minute walk I can visit some
of the best venues in town (REC,
Britomart, etc.) or, during the day, go on a
Domain walk where for a minute it feels like I’m
transported out to somewhere remote.
Cut Off Your Hands play St Jerome’s
Laneway Festival on Monday at the Albert
Park precinct. They’ve also just released a
new single, Higher Lows and Lower Highs

MALCOLM RANDS
entrepreneur and
eco-activist
Moved to Auckland
from Wellington in
1969
What I love
about Auckland is
being close to my
family and living
centrally, which
means we’re able to walk
along the waterfront to go to movies or art
galleries in town (always making sure there’s
enough time for gelato from Giapo on Queen St
or a coffee at Buoy cafe at Westhaven). When
I’m not in the office or in the garden I read a
lot so it’s great that the Leys Institute Library
is just up the road and we’re a half-hour drive
from massive kauri trees at Cascade Park near
Bethells Beach. I also love that Auckland’s
population is really diverse, which makes it feel
like a world-class city for food and culture.
Malcolm was the founder of ecostore and
now runs the Fairground Foundation
(fairground.org)

